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JUNE  DINNER  MEETING 

The  last  GGAS  General  Meeting  of  the  1971-72  season  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  June  8 in  the  Vista  Room  of  the  Lakeside  Garden  Center  in 
Oakland.  This  will  be  a dinner  meeting  so  reservations  are  required.  If  you 
wish  to  attend,  send  a check  payable  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society, 
in  the  amount  of  $4.25  per  dinner,  to  Mrs.  Ray  Ericson,  222  La  Salle  Ave., 
Piedmont  94610  (832-2330).  The  deadline  for  reservations  is  Monday,  June 
5.  (Tickets  wall  not  be  sent;  your  check  is  your  receipt;  a list  of  names  will 
be  at  the  door. ) A punchbowl  will  be  provided  at  6:30  P.M.;  dinner  will 
begin  at  7 P.M.  The  evening’s  speaker  will  be  Bob  Gill  of  San  Jose,  who 
will  lecture  and  show  slides  on  the  birds  of  the  proposed  South  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

COVEL'S  CONSERVATION  CORNER 

Many  North  American  birds  that  were  unprotected  or  “black-listed" 
by  various  states  acquired  a new  lease  on  life  when  the  Migratory  Bird 
Treaty  with  Mexico  and  Canada  was  amended  recently  to  include  hawks 
and  owls,  vultures,  most  fish-eaters,  and  even  crows  and  jays.  We  need 
clarification,  however,  of  how  state  and  federal  agencies  will  interpret 
this  amendment.  For  example,  although  recent  changes  in  the  California 
Fish  and  Game  Code  abolished  the  “non-protected”  species  list,  English 
sparrows,  jays,  crows,  magpies  and  starlings  may  still  be  taken  or  des- 
troyed without  permit. 

Under  recent  California  sport  fishing  regulations,  protection  has  ar- 
rived finally  for  our  amphibians  and  reptiles.  Six  species  of  salamanders, 
eight  of  snakes,  and  ten  of  lizards  received  protection  from  collectors. 
Some  species  may  not  be  taken  at  all;  others  are  limited  to  one  or  two 
individuals  a year.  The  popular  desert  tortoise  remains  forbidden  to  col- 
lectors and  pet  dealers.  Furthermore,  the  new  ban  on  tidepool  collecting 
seems  to  be  working:  on  a recent  visit  to  Moss  Beach,  we  noted  a return 
of  many  depleted  species. 

The  April  newsletter  of  the  International  Bird  Rescue  Center  an- 
nounced a course  on  waterfowl  physiology  and  diseases,  water  pollution, 
the  treatment  of  oil-soaked  birds,  and  relevant  governmental  agencies  and 
regulations.  Beginning  in  September,  this  course  will  consist  of  14  weekly 
mt'e tings  at  the  Bird  Rescue  Center  in  Berkeley.  We  congratulate  Dr. 
James  Harris  and  the  Center  for  conceiving  and  setting  up  this  unique 
course. 
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This  prompts  us  to  wonder  when  someone  will  offer  a course  on  the 
rescue  and  rearing  of  orphan  songbird  nestlings,  which  present  a big 
challenge  to  bird  lovers  and  conservation  agents  for  several  months  each 
year.  Such  a course  would  be  fraught  with  legalities  because  laws  forbid 
the  possesion  of  protected  species.  Furthermore,  most  of  the  time  and 
attention  given  these  tiny  nest  “drop-outs”  is  wasted  because  few  ever 
return  successfully  to  the  birds’  world.  Neither  the  Audubon  Center  in 
Berkeley  nor  the  Roatary  Natural  Science  Center  in  Lakeside  Park  can 
adopt  such  orphans,  but  both  will  advise  anyone  who  wishes  to  raise 
them  at  home. 

Your  chairman  joined  a big  Coastal  Alliance  field  day  on  April  8 
when  busloads  of  conseiwationists  prowled  the  San  Mateo  and  northern 
Santa  Cruz  county  coastlines  to  observe  and  discuss  the  various  threats 
to  natural  values  of  these  areas.  Before  take-off,  State  Senator  Donald  L. 
Grunsky  reminded  us  that  agricultural  lands  in  Santa  Clara  Valley  were 
lost  by  lack  of  adequate  zoning.  Later  that  day,  Congressman  Paul  Mc- 
Closky  led  a panel  on  how  best  to  save  the  coast.  He  also  emphasized 
the  inadequacy  of  local  zoning  laws  to  protect  agriculture  and  open 
space.  Bills  by  Assemblyman  Alan  Sieroty  (AB  200)  and  Senator  Grunsky 
(SB  100)  would  establish  commissions  to  set  up  coastline  zoning. 

State  Senate  Bill  1177  (Behr)  to  restrict  broadcasting  poison  on  pub- 
lic lands  and  to  outlaw  all  bounties  on  predators  ran  into  trouble  in  legis- 
lative committees,  but  should  reach  the  Senate  floor  after  amendation. 
Meanwhile,  Senator  Behr  is  looking  for  ways  to  save  Tomales  Bay  while 
the  Marin  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  against  developers’  pressures, 
voted  3 to  2 to  implement  firm  agricultural  zoning  in  their  county. 
PAUL  COVEL,  Conservation  Chairman 

AUDUBON  NATURE  TRAINING 

Audubon  Nature  Training  is  offering  a short  series  of  summer  courses 
for  the  first  time.  Urban  Ecology  for  Youth  Group  Leaders  will  be  avail- 
able both  at  Berkeley’s  Aquatic  Park  and  in  the  San  Francisco  Plaza. 
Teachers  may  benefit  from  our  four-session  class  in  Marin  County  with 
college  credit  available.  For  specific  information,  call  the  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Center  (549-1038).. 

ANT  appreciates  the  help  of  two  Golden  Gate  members.  Marvin 
Fallgatter  made  a hand-carved  sign  to  indicate  the  location  of  the  Audu- 
bon Nature  Training  Center  in  Aquatic  Park.  It  has  saved  first- time  stu- 
dents from  getting  lost,  formerly  a frequent  occurrence.  Made  of  redwood, 
with  large  rounded  letters,  the  sign  matches  the  rustic  effect  of  our  Nature 
Center. 

Dick  Johnson  made  a free-standing  GGAS  display  board,  which 
made  its  public  debut  on  Earth  Day  at  an  Oakland  Ecology  Fair.  It  is 
done  in  earth  tones  of  brown,  beige  and  gold  and  so  designed  that  ex- 
hibits can  be  quickly  changed.  It  is  both  practical  and  attractive.  Thanks 
go  to  both  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Fallgatter  for  these  fine  signs.  MRS. 
MARILYN  (MIKE),  Nature  Training  Director. 
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BIRDING  CALENDAR 

J une  is  the  height  of  the  breeding  season  in  the  Bay  Area.  All  summer 
residents  will  have  arrived  and  should  be  readily  seen  on  most  early 
morning  walks.  For  places  to  go,  consult  the  April  Gull. 

June  is  also  the  month  to  begin  thinking  about  birding  in  the  Sierra. 
GGAS  is  hosting  two  field  trips  to  the  mountains  this  month  (See  “Field 
Trips  for  June”  in  this  issue),  and  both  should  be  very  productive. 
Among  the  birds  to  be  looked  for  in  the  Sierra  are  the  following:  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird,  Pdeated  Woodpecker,  White-headed  Woodpecker, 
Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker,  Clark’s  Nutcracker,  Mountain 
Chickadee,  Mountain  Bluebird,  Townsend’s  Solitaire,  Nashville  Warbler, 
Hermit  Warbler,  Western  Tanager  and  Green-tailed  Towhee. 

Finally,  early  morning  or  late  evening  excursions  along  the  coast  may 
be  rewarded  by  sightings  of  Sooty  Shearwaters  and  other  pelagic  species. 

-STEVE  WHITNEY,  Editor. 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JUNE 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  3 and  4— YOSEMITE.  See  details  in  Feb- 
ruary Gull. 

Saturday,  June  10-SUNOL  REGIONAL  PARK.  Meet  at  9 A.M.  at 
the  Brown  Cottage  Headquarters.  Take  Interstate  580  east  to  Dublin;  turn 
right  (south)  on  680.  Exit  on  Highway  84  (Calaveras  Road),  turn  left  and 
continue  to  the  sign  that  points  to  Sunol  Regional  Park.  Bring  lunch. 
Leader,  Tom  Carson  (581-2655.) 

Wednesday,  June  14— ALUM  ROCK  PARK  in  the  hills  east  of  San 
Jose.  Drive  south  on  U.S.  101  to  San  Jose.  Exit  at  Alum  Rock  Avenue,  turn 
left  ( east ) and  drive  five  miles  to  the  park.  Do  not  go  through  the  entrance. 
Instead,  turn  left  at  the  entrance  and  proceed  a few  hundred  yards  to  a 
large  parking  lot  overlooking  the  picnic  grounds.  Meet  at  9 A.M.  Bring 
lunch.  Leader,  Erline  Hevel  (661-4215). 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  17  and  18— a camping  trip  to  YUBA  PASS. 
Take  Interstate  80  to  Truckee;  turn  north  on  Highway  89.  Drive  25  miles 
to  the  intersection  with  Highway  49  in  Sierraville.  Turn  left  (west)  and 
drive  six  miles  (through  Sattley)  to  the  Yuba  Pass  grade.  Meet  at  the  top 
of  the  pass  between  9 and  10  A.M.  on  Sunday.  The  Sunday  meeting  place 
will  be  in  Sattley  at  8 A.M.  Our  campsite  will  be  the  Chapman  Creek 
campground  on  Highway  49  about  eight  miles  west  of  the  Yuba  Pass 
summit.  There  are  several  campgrounds  in  the  area;  among  them,  Yuba 
Pass  and  Lincoln  Creek.  If  you  prefer  a motel,  try  Sid’s  in  Sierraville 
(916  994-8992)  or  the  Gateway  Motel  or  Manzo-Alpine  Village  Motel  in 
Truckee.  Leaders,  Beth  Snyder  and  Marie  Mans  (3713  Mt.  Diablo  Blvd., 
284-7681). 

Wednesday,  June  28— GOLDEN  GATE  PARK.  Meet  at  9 A.M.  at 
the  Academy  of  Sciences.  Choose  your  own  leader;  lunch  optional.  This 
is  the  first  of  a series  of  Golden  Gate  Park  field  trips  to  be  held  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  each  month.  PAT  TRIGGS,  Field  Trips  Chairman. 
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FIELD  TRIP  REPORTS 

Those  who  camped  at  Caswell  Memorial  State  Park  were  rewarded 
with  beautiful  weather  and  a wild  area  abounding  with  birds,  but  un- 
crowed with  people.  There  were  migrating  Hermit.  Nashville  and  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warblers;  two  Swainson’s  Hawks,  White-tailed  Kites, 
Screech  Owl,  migrating  White-fronted  Geese,  and  various  shorebirds. 
The  total  was  57. 

NOTE— The  editor  requests  that  all  field  trip  leaders  submit  reports  for 
publication.  These  serve  us  for  future  reference  and  supplement  the 
Birding  Calendaar  as  means  by  which  beginners  can  choose  places  to  go 
birding. 

FIELD  OBSERVATIONS 

Pair  of  Wood  Ducks,  April  28,  lower  Mines  Bch,  Livermore. 

Oldsquaw  female,  April  19,  Drake’s  Bay— BP,  AM. 

Harlequin  Duck,  4 drakes,  April  9,  Pt.  Ano  Nuevo— VR,  KA;  2 drakes 
there  April  23- VR,  SB. 

Common  Scoter  drake,  April  9,  Pt.  Aho  Nuevo— VR. 

Golden  Eagle,  2 adults,  April  16,  Calaveras  Rd.  north  of  Sunol  Park 
— VR;  one,  April  29,  Briones  Reg.  Park— LC. 

Two  Ospreys,  March  27,  Shasta  Lake— LJ,  RJ;  four  near  Jenner  in 
April;  one  above  Ft.  Ross  in  late  April— SW. 

Two  Golden  Plovers,  March  28,  Drake’s  Beach  Rd.— AP,  DP. 

Knots,  March  4,  Tomales  Bay— DR. 

Ten  Marbled  Murrelets  in  breeding  plumage,  April  9,  Pigeon  Pt. 

-VR. 

Vaux  Swifts,  April  25,  lower  Alines  Rd.,  Livermore— BP,  et  al. 

Calliope  Hummingbirds,  2 males,  April  15-29,  Tilclen  Park— SB  JII, 
JO,  VR,  SW,  et  al. 

Lewis  Woodpeckers  nesting  April  25,  lower  Mines  Rd.,  Livermore. 

Two  Cassius  Kingbirds,  April  25,  lower  Alines  Rd.,  Livermore— RD, 
BP  et  a l.  One,  April  28— JR. 

Purple  Martin  male,  April  30,  Alt.  Diablo— VR. 

Pair  of  Dippers,  April  16,  Big  Sur  River— RJa. 

Nashville  Warbler,  April  21,  Tilden  Park— RD. 

12  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers,  Alay  1,  Lake  Lagunitas— BP,  AM; 
one,  April  29,  Strawberry  Canyon,  Berkeley— TB. 

Hermit  Warbler,  March  27,  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch— AP;female, 
April  30,  Alt.  Diablo— A7R;  male  singing,  Alay  2,  with  Townsend’s  War- 
blers on  Golden  Spike  Trail,  Redwood  Reg.  Park— JM,  LC,  et.  al. 

MacGillivray’s  Warbler,  April  14,  15,  Tilden  Park;  2 in  Tilden  Park, 
April  19— SAV;  3 on  April  22,  23,  Strawberry  Canyon,  Berkeley— VR;  one 
April  25,  28,  upper  Alines  Rd.,  Livermore  hills— BP;  3 on  Alay  2,  Red- 
wood Reg.  Park  and  MacDonald  Trail,  Oakland. 

Hooded  Orioles,  April  18,  Larkspur— BP. 

Western  Tanager,  female,  April  14,  Tilden  Park— VR;  male,  April 
24,  Lafayette.— T&CL;  male,  April  25,  lower  Alines  Rd.,  Livermore— AM 
et  al;  male,  April  29,  Jewel  Lake  trail,  Tilden  Park— JII. 
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Lawrence’s  Goldfinches , April  25,  28,  lower  Mines  Rd.,  Livermore— 
BP  et  al;  8 on  April  30,  Mt.  Diablo— VR,  SB. 

Harris’  Sparrow,  March  11-April  29  at  Mill  Valley  feeder,  VL,  WL. 

White-throated  Sparrow,  April  15,  29,  Strawberry  Canyon,  Berkeley 
-CW,  VR. 

Correction  of  April  Gull:  Common  Mergansers  were  not  at  Chicken 
Point,  San  Rafael.  They  were  Hooded. 

Observers:  Kathy  Alderson,  Steve  Bailey,  Tom  Balgooyen,  Larry 
Curl,  Ruth  Dement,  John  Hollis,  Richard  Janopaul,  Lenore  & Robert 
Johnsen,  Volna  & William  Losh,  Terita  & Carlton  Lowenberg,  Alice 
Mericourt,  Joe  Morlan,  Judy  Olson,  Alan  & Dotty  Pistorius,  Bill  Pursell, 
Van  Remsen,  Jean  Richmond,  Don  Roberson,  Steve  Whitney,  Chris 
Wilson.— VI  HOMEM,  Observations  Chairman,  (339-1886). 

NEW  FIELD  LIST  AVAILABLE 

California  Field  Ornithologists  has  recently  published  a 16-page 
checklist  of  California  birds,  entitled  C.F.O.  Field  List  of  the  Birds  of 
California.  This  list  includes  all  species  that  have  been  recorded  in  the 
state,  but  departs  in  several  respects  from  the  A.O.U.  Checklist.  These 
departures,  based  on  recent  findings  by  a Various  Ornithologists,  were 
first  set  forth  in  the  January  1970  issue  of  California  Birds  (Vol.  I,  No.  1) 
by  Guy  McCaskie  et.  al.  Of  course,  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  many  of 
these  taxonomic  changes  will  be  incorporated  into  future  editions  of  the 
A.O.U.  Checklist.  Among  the  more  interesting  changes  are  the  listing 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Bullock’s  Orioles  as  races  of  the  species  Northern 
Oriole;  the  lumping  together  of  all  three,  flickers  under  the  species  Com- 
mon Flicker;  and  the  listing  of  Audubon’s  and  Myrtle  Warblers  under 
the  species  Yellow-rumped  Warbler.  Despite  this  tendency  to  combine 
what  are  considered  separate  species  in  the  A.O.U.  Checklist,  the  C.F.O. 
Field  List  provides  a check-space  for  all  sub-specific  forms  distinguish- 
able in  the  field.  Another  unique  feature  of  this  list  is  that  it  provides 
space  for  recording  the  results  of  ten  field  trips.  This  feature  suggests 
several  interesting  record-keeping  possibilities.  Lists  are  available  at  25t 
each  from  California  Field  Ornithologists,  P.O.  Box  369,  Del  Mar,  Cali- 
fornia 92014  or  from  Lucas’  Bookstore  on  University  Avenue  in  Berkele.y 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS 


Gifts  of  remembrance  were  made  to  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch: 

In  Memory  of:  Gift  of : 

Myra  Brown  Amy  E.  Meggie 

Jeffrey  Dement James  & Charlotte  Clayton 

Anna  Gonzales  Mr.  & Ms.  Albert  Krause 

Edward  Wittmeier  Beryl  Muirhead 


A gift  of  remembrance  was  made  to  Audubon  Nature  Training: 

In  Memory  of:  Gift  of : 

Alfred  W.  Pride  Gertrude  Bialos 

—DR.  ALBERT  BOLES,  Sanctuary  and  Memorial  Fund  Chairman , 854 
Longridge  Rd.,  Oakland  94610  (415-6267). 
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The  Gull  deadline  is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month. 
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